


The Festival of the Desert celebrates the arts and 
the art of living well.   

For two days, Coachella Valley will host an inspiring 
series of events featuring internationally celebrated 
musicians, dancers, visual artists, celebrity chefs, 
as well as an arts symposium. 

Held March 17 -18 2015 at Sunnylands Center & 
Gardens and the McCallum Theater, Festival of the 
Desert is produced by IMG Artists in association 
with Sunnylands Center & Gardens and the 
Annenberg Foundation. 

Philippe Jordan, one of the world’s leading young 
conductors, will serve as the festival’s Music 
Director. 



Wednesday March 18 
 

 11:00am 
Concert at Sunnylands Center & Gardens 
curated by Philippe Jordan, conductor. 

 

 12:30pm 
Lunch featuring star chefs at Sunnylands 
Center & Gardens in the gardens of the estate. 
 

 2:00pm 
Panel discussion on the role of the Artist in 
Society led by Michael Kaiser, former President 
of the Kennedy Center for the Arts. 



Wednesday March 18 
(continued) 

 

 7:00pm 
Concert at the McCallum Theatre featuring 
Renee Fleming, soprano, and Philippe Jordan 
at the piano. 

 

 9:30pm 
Gala celebration in the iconic setting of 
Sunnylands Center & Gardens featuring a 
dinner prepared by celebrity chefs, “Stars under 
the Stars” hosted by Quincy Jones, and an art 
installation curated by LACMA.  The event will 
be a stunning  visual and artistic display of 
excellence and give a glimpse into how the 
Festival of the Desert will look in the future.  



Philippe Jordan, Music Director 

 
• Music Director, Opéra National de Paris  

• Chief Conductor of the Wiener Symphoniker 
 

Philippe Jordan has at 38 years-old already established himself 

as one of the most gifted and exciting conductors of his 

generation. 

 

He has led the world’s most prestigious orchestras including the 

Berlin Philharmonic, Vienna Philharmonic, Berlin Staatskapelle, 

Vienna Symphony, Vienna RSO, Orchestre Philharmonique de 

Radio France, and in North America with the Seattle, St. Louis, 

Dallas, Detroit, Chicago, Cleveland, Philadelphia, Washington, 

Minnesota, Montreal, New York and San Francisco Orchestras. 

 

Philippe’s opera recordings include Carmen (Glyndebourne 

Festival), Werther (Wiener Staatsoper), Doktor Faust (Zurich 

Opera) and Salomé (Covent Garden), Tannhäuser (Baden 

Baden), Le Nozze di Figaro (Paris Opera) and Pelléas et 

Mélisande (Opéra de Paris), which received the “CHOC de 

l’année” prize for Best DVD.  He has also recorded the complete 

Beethoven Piano Concertos with François-Frédéric Guy and 

Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France for Naïve and 

Strauss’ Alpensymphonie with the Opéra National de Paris 

Orchestra and Sacre du Printemps, both of which were also 

awarded CHOC de l’année.   Mr. Jordan most recent recordings 

on Warner Classics/Erato include Verdi: Requiem and Wagner: 

The Ring. Philippe Jordan 



Quincy Jones Artistic Advisor, “Stars Under 

the Stars” at Sunnylands Center & Gardens, a series of jazz, 

hip-hop, R&B and pop music collaborations 
 

Quincy Jones has succeeded in almost every segment of the media and 

entertainment industry. 

Music: Has been nominated for a record 79 Grammys and won more 

Grammys than any living musician (27). Produced the best-selling album of 

all-time (Michael Jackson’s Thriller) & the best-selling single of all-time (We 

Are the World). Produced, composed, conducted, arranged or performed on 

more than 400 albums. 

Film: Produced The Color Purple (discovering Oprah Winfrey), which was 

nominated for 11 Academy Awards and grossed nearly a quarter-billion 

dollars. Has scored more than 35 feature films and been nominated for 7 

Oscars including winning the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian award at the 1995 

Academy Awards. He is the only African-American producer to be 

nominated for Best Picture and was the first black conductor of the awards. 

Television: Produced the highly successful Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

(discovering Will Smith); Fox’s In the House, and MadTV—which did 14 

seasons on Fox. Was the first black conductor of the Academy Awards in 

1971 and produced the 1996 Academy Awards. Won an Emmy for his score 

on the miniseries Roots– the most successful TV miniseries in history. 

Broadway: Produces The Color Purple currently in 27 cities and nominated 

for 11 Tony Awards 

Print: Founder of Vibe Magazine—the #1 magazine targeting the urban 

youth demographic 

Radio: Founding board member of Premier Radio Networks, and a former 

owner of WATL and WNOL. 

Quincy Jones 



Renée Fleming 

Renée Fleming Featured Artist 

One of the most beloved and celebrated musical ambassadors of our time, 

four-time Grammy Award® soprano Renée Fleming captivates audiences 

with her sumptuous voice, consummate artistry, and compelling stage 

presence. At a White House ceremony last July, the President awarded Ms. 

Fleming the National Medal of Arts, America's highest honor for an individual 

artist. Known as “the people’s diva” and winner of the 2013 Grammy for 

Best Classical Vocal Solo, she continues to grace the world’s greatest opera 

stages and concert halls, now extending her reach to include other musical 

forms and media, including network television hosting and guest 

appearances, and singing The National Anthem at the 2014 Super Bowl.  

 

Renée Fleming’s artistry has been an inspiration to many other prominent 

artists, such as Chuck Close and Robert Wilson, whose portraits of her were 

included in the Metropolitan Opera’s 2007 fundraising auction.  

 

In addition to her work on stage and in recordings, Renée Fleming has 

represented Rolex timepieces in print advertising since 2001. In 2008, she 

launched La Voce by Renée Fleming, a fragrance designed for her, with the 

proceeds benefiting the Metropolitan Opera. Having been added to Mr. 

Blackwell’s best dressed list, her concert gowns have been designed the 

world’s top names in Fashion in including Lacroix and de la Renta. 

 

Ms. Fleming is currently a member of the Board of Trustees of the Carnegie 

Hall Corporation, the Board of Sing for Hope, and the Advisory Board of the 

White Nights Foundation of America. In 2010, she was named the first-ever 

Creative Consultant at Lyric Opera of Chicago, where she is also a member 

of the Board and a Vice President. She is currently curating the creation of a 

world-premiere opera based on the best-seller Bel Canto for Lyric Opera's 

2015-2016 season.  



Michael Kaiser 
Chairman, Desert Arts Symposium 
 

Michael M. Kaiser is Chairman of the DeVos Institute of Arts Management, which transitioned to the University of 

Maryland in September 2014. He oversees the DeVos Institute’s training and consulting programs, both in the United 

States and around the world.  Mr. Kaiser was President of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 

Washington, D.C., from January 2001 through August 2014. During his tenure, he expanded the educational and artistic 

programming for the United States’ center for the performing arts, oversaw a major renovation effort of most of the 

Center’s theaters, and led the nation in arts management training. Mr. Kaiser previously served as the Executive 

Director of the Royal Opera House, the largest performing arts organization in the United Kingdom. Prior to joining the 

Royal Opera House, Mr. Kaiser was Executive Director of American Ballet Theatre, Executive Director of the Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theater Foundation, and also served as General Manager of the Kansas City Ballet. 

 
 Mr. Kaiser received his master’s degree in management 

from the MIT Sloan School of Management and his 

Bachelor's degree in economics magna cum laude from 

Brandeis University. He has been an Adjunct Professor of 

Arts Administration at New York University and a Lecturer 

at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. 

He has received numerous awards, including 

Washingtonian of the Year in 2004, a U.S. Department of 

State Citation in 2005, the Blacks in Dance Award in 

2005, and was the first American to receive China’s 

“Award for Cultural Exchange”. The King of Sweden 

named Mr. Kaiser a Commander of Order of the Polar 

Star in 2013, and the Finnish government named him a 

Commander of the Order of the Lion of Finland in 2014. 

He hold honorary doctorate degrees from Georgetown 

University and the University of Missouri-Kansas City. 

 



Los Angeles County 

Museum of Art (LACMA) 
Visual Arts Partner 
 

Since its inception in 1965, the Los Angeles County Museum 

of Art (LACMA) has been devoted to collecting works of art 

that span both history and geography, in addition to 

representing Los Angeles's uniquely diverse population. 

Today LACMA is the largest art museum in the western 

United States, with a collection that includes over 120,000 

objects dating from antiquity to the present, encompassing 

the geographic world and nearly the entire history of art. 

Among the museum’s strengths are its holdings of Asian art,  

Latin American art, ranging from pre-Columbian 

masterpieces to works by leading modern and 

contemporary artists; and Islamic art, of which 

LACMA hosts one of the most significant collections 

in the world. A museum of international stature as 

well as a vital part of Southern California, LACMA 

shares its vast collections through exhibitions, public 

programs, and research facilities that attract over a 

million visitors annually, in addition to serving millions 

through digital initiatives, such as online collections, 

scholarly catalogues, and interactive engagement at 

lacma.org. Situated in Hancock Park on over 20 

acres in the heart of Los Angeles, LACMA is located 

between the ocean and downtown. 

 



IMG Artists is the global leader of performing 
arts management.  For thirty years, the 
company has set the standard for excellence 
across the artist management, touring, events, 
festivals and cultural consulting fields.  IMGA’s 
150 dedicated specialists in twelve offices 
across three continents offer unparalleled 
international reach and depth of experience to 
the company’s artists, clients and partners.   

IMG Artists also created the concept of the 
lifestyle festival, celebrating the fine art of living 
well through music, dance, visual art, theatre, 
the culinary arts and wine.  With the launch of 
the Sino-American Global Entertainment 
(S.A.G.E.) joint venture with China Arts and 
Entertainment group and new venue 
management and technology initiatives 
designed to support and enhance the core 
business, IMGA remains the vanguard of the 
industry. 

The World is Our Stage 
 

New York w Los Angeles w London w Hannover 

Paris w Berlin w Lucca w Rome w Madrid   

Sweden w Singapore w Beijing  
 

 

www.imgartists.com 



Festival Benefactors: 

Annenberg Foundation 

Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands, 

Harold Matzner 

Festival Venue Partners: 

Sunnylands Visitors Center and Gardens,   

McCallum Theatre 

Festival Executive Producers:  IMG Artists 

Festival Event Production:  Pia Lindstrom 

Festival Direction:  Barrett Wissman 

Artistic Advisor:  Quincy Jones 

Festival Music Director:  Philippe Jordan 

Festival Visual Arts Partner:  LACMA 

Festival Dance Artistic Director:  David Hallberg 

Featured Musicians:   Renee Fleming and Philippe 

Jordan 

Broadcast Partner:  KUSC 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival Advisory Board: 

Leonard Aube  

Geoffrey Cowan 

Renee Fleming 

Mitch Gershenfeld 

David Hallberg 

Quincy Jones 

Michael Kaiser 

Harold Matzner 

Gregory and Regina Weingarten  

Barrett Wissman  

 



Barrett Wissman 
Chairman  

IMG Artists 
T: +1 212 994 3500 

E: bwissman@imgartists.com 

 

Charles Letourneau 
Senior Vice President, Festivals 

IMG Artists 
T: +1 212 994 3524 

E: cletourneau@imgartists.com 

www.imgartists.com    |     @IMGArtistsNY    |    @IMGArtistsUK 


